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Menu: Play Running time: 

Set Up 

Special Features 
Scene Selection 


Feature: Shaft 99.10 

OtherMoving Theatrical Trailer 2.19 

Components: Reflections On Shaft Cast & Crew 

Interviews 13.18 

"Shaft: Still The Man" Making OfFeaturette 16.18 

"Theme From Shaft" Isaac Hayes Music 

Video 3.04 

"Bad Man" R. Kelly Music Video 4.15 


Total Running time: 138.24 


Excision/Alteration: Not Applicable. 
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Classification Decision: 


Objectionable except if the availability of the publication is restricted to persons who 
have attained the age of 16 years. 

Display Conditions: 

Nil. 

Descriptive Note: 

Contains violence and offensive language. 


Direction to issue a label has been given on: 12 December 2000 


SUMMARY OF THE REASONS FOR DECISION: 

The DVD entitled Shaft is classified as: 

Objectionable except if the availability of the publication is restricted to persons who 
attained the age of 16 years. 

This DVD mainly contains the feature of the same title, originally examined as 35mm 
film and classified by the Office of Film and Literature Classification as objectionable 
except if the availability of the publication is restricted to persons who have attained 
the age of 16 years. The decision was registered on 14 September 2000 (OFLC Ref. 
1430). The classification was mainly due to the manner in which matters of violence 
and cruelty are presented, in the context of a contemporary New York City police 
detective thriller. The appealing main character Shaft is unorthodox in his methods as 
a police officer, though strongly motivated by a desire for justice. The feature relates 
to the 1970's film of the same title, considered to have something of a cult film status. 
The descriptive note 'Contains violence and offensive language' was attached to the 
film. 

The DVD contains a number of other moving image components, with a total additional 
running time of approximately 38 minutes. However, these additional components do 
not affect the classification given to the 35mm film. 
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The additional components are contained in the 'Special Features' section of the main 
menu. These components include a Shaft trailer for screening to general audiences in 
cinemas, two featurettes and two music videos. The music videos appear to be 
intended for television audiences and show performances of two songs from the 
feature soundtrack. Isaac Hayes' "Shaft" features scantily-clad and pouting women in 
the background or as a main visual effect, giving the video a strongly sexualised tone. 
However, nudity is discreet and sexual matters are alluded to rather than express. The 
two featurettes include short takes of violent scenes from the feature, intensely edited 
together to achieve a fast pace. However, the intensity of the violence is moderated by 
voice-over comments or intercut cast and crew interviews. 


OFLCRef: 2154 
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